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A Win, Win, Win!
BY ROSALIE MELNICK
At the 2017 Benevolent Fund 
auction, Don and I had the 
winning bid for a day hike in Mt. 
Rainier National Park with donor 
Cleve Pinnix, Panorama 
resident. 

Cleve worked in the National 
Park Service for nine years, 
four of which were spent at Mt. 
Rainier National Park. Following 
that, he spent time as a staff 
consultant to the National Parks 
Subcommittee, U.S. House of 
Representatives; and then he 
worked for Washington State 
Department of National 
Resources. 

The final 14 years of his career 
were spent working for 
Washington State Parks, twelve 
of which he worked as the 
Director of the State Parks 
System. He then “slipped 
gracefully” into retirement. With 
all his knowledge and 
experience, he was a never 
ending source of facts and fun 
information. He was an excellent 
hike leader. 

Unable to find an agreeable date 
for the hike in the summer of 
2017, Cleve kindly offered to try 
for the summer of 2018. 
Saturday, August 4th was the 
“winning” date.  It was a 
beautiful day for a great hike 
See Win, Win, Win! page 5.

Patio Sale
BY CAROL THOMAS

The 48th Patio Sale is over and, once again, has succeeded on two levels: 
financial, but also communal and interpersonal. Its revenues of $46,318 before 
expenses represent an 11% increase over last year’s, an important result for those 
Benevolent Fund programs from which we all benefit.

On a second level though, the Sale has again evidenced how essential it is to 
building our community and connecting us with each other. Almost half of us 
volunteer in some way for it; some have done so for 15 or more years. But some 130 
nonresidents, whose contributions are just as important, have also volunteered—and 
without them, we would not have enough help. Many of them have supported us for 
years, but none so loyally illustrate this as Mel and Dee Bowns.

They live in Eagle River, Alaska (between Anchorage and Palmer), where Dee 
taught kindergarten and Mel, fourth grade. Dee has been attending the Patio Sale 
(mostly volunteering) for 22 years, and Mel has for 20. The first year, Dee came 
with a friend whose parents lived at Panorama—and she was hooked! Next year 
she came with another friend, and the third year Mel came with her. They 
volunteered to work for Zelda Wallingford in Fine Linen, but she didn’t need much 
help, and, knowing how overwhelmed Alice Hill was in TOP (Toys, Office Supplies, 
Puzzles and Stuff), Zelda asked whether Dee and Mel could help there.
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See PATIO SALE page 5.
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Dave Bartruff
I have been a resident of Panorama for seven years after retirement from 20 years of Washington 
State employment as a retirement counselor, budget analyst, and grants and contracts manager. 
My prior 25 years of employment were in military service in the U.S. Army with positions as 
Company Commander, Administrative Officer, Operations Planner and Personnel Chief for the 
Army Reserve. I have been an adult leader in the Boy Scouts for the past 25 years. 

Since moving to Panorama I have joined the donation pick-up crew for the Barn, tech crew for the 
Auditorium, Panorama Chorus, Resident Council representative and budget chairperson, AARP 
tax-aide program supervisor and worker on past eight annual Patio Sales. I want to keep the 
Benevolent Fund financially sound so that it can continue to provide support to the members of 
the Panorama community to allow them to live long and independent lives.

The nominating committee appointed by President Norm Wohlken was tasked with identifying qualified candidates 
willing to serve on the Board. The official ballot will be mailed on Friday, September 28th; the election will close on 
October 12th. Ballots can be returned in ballot boxes in each apartment building or in the Benevolent Fund mailbox in Pan 
Hall. The results will be formally announced at the October 23rd Board meeting and the newly elected trustees will 
officially take office at the close of the January 2019 annual meeting.

Phyllis Freitas
I am a candidate for Panorama Benevolent Fund Board, Trustee position. It would be a privilege 
to serve as an advocate and steward for this historically heart-centered organization. I want to 
work to help sustain this unique, volunteer managed Fund for residents today, and assure that 
future residents can count on knowing that the Fund still thrives.

I moved to Panorama 13 years ago. I volunteer as a Transit driver; have worked on the Patio 
Sale 15 years (two years before moving in!); served as co-chair of the Auditorium Advisory Team, 
and willingly volunteer for many short term events.

As a Trustee, I would bring my commitment, energy and learnings from my history of volunteerism 
and professional life in the non-profit world. Professionally, I worked in youth development, 
addiction recovery and mental health. As a volunteer I was a client advocate for the first Family 
Planning Clinic in Kitsap County; a Red Cross instructor helping children and adults with autism 
and multiple disabilities feel safe in the water; facilitated the development of goals and objectives 
for non-profit agencies and United Way; served on the Board and as President of the Family 
Support Center in Olympia; and for the past eight years have been leading environmental walks for 
elementary school students at Nisqually National Wildlife Refuge.

The core of my experiences reflects one of my most strongly held values: I believe in the goodness, 
beauty and resilience of the human spirit. The Panorama Benevolent Fund represents that for me.

ELECTION      2019
BOARD OF TRUSTEES

BY NORM WOHLKEN



Ruth Harms
My working life has always been in the field of public service from the serving in the Peace Corps 
in Sierra Leone, teaching in Australia, and developing my career here in Olympia. Locally, I worked 
for the Washington state courts organizing training for judges and court clerks and served as the 
supervisor for child abuse prevention at the Superintendent of Public Instruction’s office. In 
graduate school I developed and implemented a program to teach mediation skills to high school 
students. I also used those mediation skills as a volunteer long-term care ombudsman in Thurston 
County.
Over my career, I have been the director of three different nonprofit agencies that focused on 
services for children and families. This gave me a depth of experience in organization and 
management skills. As a past board member of the League of Women Voters, I became 
particularly interested in educating young people to be informed citizens which continues to be a 
strong interest of mine.
Since moving to Panorama I have worked as an usher, a Patio Sale volunteer and in the pea 
patch. Now I am ready to make a bigger commitment to my volunteer life at Panorama where I can 
use my professional and volunteer background to the assist in the work of the Benevolent Fund.

Keith Grant
I grew up in Missouri and graduated from Westminster College with a BA degree in finance. I have 
20 years of military service in the U.S. Army. My assignments included seven years overseas 
(Germany, Viet Nam (2), and Alaska), two years as the Installation Comptroller at Ft. Greely Alaska. I 
retired as a lieutenant colonel.

Gail and I have lived at Panorama for five years. I worked on the Patio Sale set up and take down 
team for four years. I have also worked as part of the truck pickup team gathering and hauling away 
donations from clean out units, delivering boxes to the Barn and furniture to Encore. I have also 
served on Panorama Pea Patch Board for three years, serving as the Vice President for two years. 
My duties included annual audits and fiscal planning as well purchasing and compliance. I have 
directed the Lapidary Shop for over four years. During that time we have increased our membership 
from two to over twelve enthusiasts. I was responsible for writing the annual budget. 

Outside of Panorama I served on the Board of Directors for the Windjammer Timeshare 
Condominium in Ocean Shores for five years.

Patrick LaViollette
I was born and raised in Michigan’s Upper Peninsula. Having earned a BS degree in civil 
engineering from Michigan Tech in 1964. I, like most young people, got out of town as soon as 
possible. I spent my career in Washington State working for the WSDOT, then a private consulting 
firm, and later with the Fort Lewis Public Works Department.

Marilyn and I moved to Panorama from West Olympia in 2016. It didn’t take long before I was 
invited to become a member of the Benevolent Fund truck crew picking up sales material for the 
Barn and Encore and not long after was appointed as co-volunteer-in-charge. I also helped with 
set up and clean up for the Patio Sale. I still am a regular volunteer at the Thurston County Food 
Bank and the Salvation Army and the CCS community kitchens. That’s what happens when you 
don’t move far enough away from your previous residence.

Some past experience relevant to this position includes being president of a small (20 homes) home 
owners association and being a member of the executive board for Thurston County Associated 
Ministries (now Interfaith Works). If elected, I would like to look into new ways the Benevolent Fund 
might better support resident’s quality of life while maximizing our sources of income.



And the two are still there!

While visiting family and friends in Port 
Townsend, Bellingham, Bothell, Gig 
Harbor, and Centralia each summer, Mel 
and Dee nowadays stay in the area for 
three weeks—and give four days to the 
Panorama Patio Sale. Each year they fill 
their suitcases with purchases or send a 
few boxes home to Eagle River where 
most people today apparently have 
heard about the Sale. Dee was really 
glad to see “Christmas in July” this year, 
since years ago a large volume of 
Christmas decorations and gifts 
accounted for many of her purchases. 
She still looks for Christmas gifts that 
will make their friends laugh as they ask, 
“Patio Sale, right?”

After the Bowns had experienced a 
house fire in 2000, Dee claims that half 
of what they today have in their home 
to replace what was lost has come from 
the Patio Sale. Replacing such losses 
and retaining memories comprise much 

and picnic lunch. Knowing the 
“strengths” and “limits” of the 
folks involved, Cleve proposed 
two options and we selected 
hiking the Emmons Moraine 
Trail, a well-prepared trail with 
spectacular scenery, a do-able 
altitude gain, and something 
that could be completed in 3-4 
hours by our group, ranging in 
age from 12 to 80. 

After the hike, there was a 
wonderful picnic lunch 
prepared by Cleve and his 
wife, Marty. 

Then we drove to Sunrise to 
see the Visitor Center exhibits 
and nearby spectacular 
viewpoints. We had thought of 
taking another short hike near 
the Center, but arriving at the 
Sunrise Center, the all-morning 
sunshine disappeared and rain 
arrived, so we spent the rest of 
our time at the center and 
taking more scenery pictures.  

It was a WONDERFUL day 
and fun was had by all!  Thank 
You Cleve Pinnix and the 
Panorama Benevolent Fund. ✦

Patio Sale
Cont. from page 1

Win, Win, Win!
Cont. from page 1 of the appeal of the Sale. Mel recalls 

having sold one young couple an 
antique-looking monopoly board—
even though it didn’t include all the 
pieces. They liked his suggestion 
that it could be framed as a 
“collectors item.”

Why do the Bowns keep returning? 
“We’ve made so many good friends” 
they insist, thinking of such 
participating residents as Mavis, 
Jenette, Darryl, Diane Skov, Jo Love, 
and Diane. “That’s a big part of why 
we do it. And we like what the 
Benevolent Fund does.” But of 
course, speaking personally, Mel 
wryly adds, “People in Eagle River 
have to go to Lacey to have fun!”

Dee and Mel are very special people, 
and they speak for all of us. Through 
our Patio Sale we support an 
important community resource in the 
Benevolent Fund, find and acquire 
valuable treasures, and make new 
friends as well as create and renew 
memories. ✦

Cilla Raughley
I am delighted to be considered for a Benevolent Fund Board position because it gives me another 
way to support an organization I hold in high regard. Andrew and I moved here just a year and a half 
ago, and hearing about the Benevolent Fund was part of why we choose Panorama. We believe its 
mission says something significant about the values of this community.

I have a BA in English and a MA in Organization Development (OD); OD is a field that applies the 
behavioral sciences to organizations to improve their problem solving skills. Before retirement I was 
an OD consultant. My clients included high tech and retail companies, law firms, hospitals, 
universities, churches, city governments, and many small nonprofits. I was the board president of the 
Alzheimer’s Association of the Greater San Francisco Bay Area, and later served on their board for 
the Northern California Region.

I jumped into volunteering for the Patio Sale while we were still unpacking moving boxes; this current 
year I got to help out with publicity as well. Other volunteering has included working in the Barn, the 
Resident Council office, the Panorama Auditorium Advisory Team, and the Panorama TV 370 team (I 
produce the weekly e-Bulletin). As a Board member, I would be especially interested in strategic 
planning, fund raising, and communication. Thank you for your consideration. ✦
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Visit our Website
panoramabenevolentfund.org

The Benevolent Fund, a not-
for-profit organization operated 
for and by residents provides 
1) financial assistance and 
support to residents in need, 2) 
services and funding for 
quality-of-life projects for the 
benefit of all residents, and 3) 
help for a smooth transition 
through the phases of aging. ✦

Office: Quinault Lower Level. 
M-W-F, 7–1 pm; T-T 7–11:30 
am. (360) 438-7556. PBF-
Secretary@Panorama.org, 
Staff: Secretary, Connie 
Cameron.

Like us on Facebook: 
Patios at Panorama

Pa!o Sale

Photos by Charlie Keck.


